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It  was  not  until  1903  when  the  railroad  came  to  Spruce  Pine, 
ending  a  period  of  isolation,  that  the  town  began  to  grow.   By  1920 
the  town  had  grown  to  717  people.   The  next  ten  years  brought  the 
town  its  greatest  growth  rate,  producing  a  population  of  about  830 
persons  in  1930.   Since  that  time,  the  town  has  continued  to  grow  but 
at  a  more  modest  rate.   The  1960  census  recorded  a  population  of 
2,504  for  Spruce  Pine.   The  future  growth  of  Spruce  Pine  is  impossible 
to  predict  over  a  long  period  of  time.   However,  since  Spruce  Pine  is 
the  largest  town  in  Mitchell  County  and  since  the  town  has  an  economy 
well  balanced  between  manufacturing,  commerce,  mining,  and  the  profes- 
sions, it  is  likely  to  continue  to  show  a  population  increase. 

All  long-range  urban  planning  must  be  based  on  a  future  popula- 
tion which  can  be  reasonably  expected  for  the  area  under  consideration. 
Projecting  past  population  trends  for  Spruce  Pine  into  the  future;  it 
is  expected  that  by  1970  there  will  be  a  population  of  2,775  and  by  1980 
a  population  of  3,050.   However,  as  pointed  out  in  "The  Population  and 
Economy  of  Spruce  Pine,  North  Carolina",*  a  fluctuation  in  the  economy 
could  alter  the  rate  of  population  growth.   Although  a  projection  of 
the  population  has  its  limitations,  such  a  projection  provides  a  base 
point  from  which  to  work.   Any  change  in  conditions  can  be  quickly  iden- 
tified and  compensated  for  because  as  a  part  of  the  continuing  planning 
process,  this  plan  will  be  reviewed  and  extended  from  time  to  time. 


*■  A  published  report  of  the  Spruce  Pine  Planning  Board  available  from 
Town  Hall. 
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LAND  USE  SURVEY 

A  land  use  survey  is  merely  a  map  showing  how  property  within 
a  planning  area  is  used  and  the  analysis  of  this  data^   This  land  use 
survey  provides  a  basic  body  of  information  needed  to  develop  any  phy- 
sical plans  for  the  town,   A  composite  land  use  map  is  enclosed  in  the 
pocket  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

Heavy  Commercial  &  Manufacturing 

The  general  land  use  classification  of  heavy  commercial  and 
manufacturing  is  broken  down  for  purposes  of  analysis  into  mining, 
manufacturing,  and  heavy  commercial.   The  map  on  the  opposite  page 
shows  the  location  of  these  uses. 

Heavy  Commercial 

Heavy  commercial  is  a  broad  category  covering  many  uses.   In 
this  group  are  wholesale  establishments,  businesses  using  large  stor- 
age areas,  businesses  needing  rail  access,  and  similar  establishments. 

Mining 

Mining  has  had  long  standing  importance  in  the  ecosom^  of  Spruce 
Pine,   Evidence  of  this  is  found  in  the  use  of  land  for  raining  and  mine 
related  uses.   The  active  mining  operations  are  for  the  most  part  strip 
mines  located  at  the  higher  elevations.   Although  these  mines  are  now 
an  asset  to  the  town  they  could  present  a  land  use  problem  unless  a  plan 
is  devised  for  rehabilitation  of  scarred  land  when  the  mine  is  abandonedo 
However,  the  remote  locations  of  the  mines  are  a  safety  factor  because  the 
mines  are  not  near  the  populated  parts  of  the  town. 


Manufacturing 

As  would  be  expected,  manufacturing  which  accounts  for  28  7t.  of 
employment  in  the  town  is  a  major  land  user.   Since  mining  plays  an 
important  role  in  the  overall  Spruce  Pine  economy,  industries  depen- 
dent on  the  mining  operations  are  important  to  the  manufacturing  seg- 
ment of  the  economy.   Also  of  major  importance  is  the  manufacture  of 
apparel.   Most  of  these  firms  are  intensive  users  of  the  land;  that  is, 
they  are  large  buildings  on  rather  small  parcels  of  property.   Land  for 
adequate  parking,  loading,  and  aesthetic  treatment  of  the  site  is  not 
available.   This  is  not  unexpected  when  one  considers  the  age  of  the 
establishments.   More  recent  standards  of  industrial  development  would 
require  considerably  larger  lots. 

Unfortunately,  the  manufacturing  uses  of  Spruce  Pine  are  not  con- 
centrated in  any  one  section  of  the  town.   Because  of  this,  industrial 
traffic  in  some  cases  must  travel  on  minor  residential  streets.   Heavy 
traffic  of  this  type  tends  to  destroy  the  residential  character  of  the 
neighborhood.   Scattering  of  manufacturing  uses  gives  the  general  im- 
pression that  there  is  only  a  small  amount  of  industry  in  the  town.  Fur- 
thermore, the  dispersal  of  these  uses  leaves  the  town  without  a  definite 
protected  industrial  area  which  could  be  promoted  for  industrial  growth 
and  expansion. 
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Business 

Retail  and  other  business  uses  of  land  are  very  important  to 
Spruce  Pine  and  its  economy.   Over  one-fourth  of  employment  in  town 
is  in  some  type  of  business.   Also,  as  the  largest  town  of  Mayland, 
Spruce  Pine  to  some  extent  serves  as  a  regional  trade  center.  Spruce 
Pine  has  a  very  compact  central  business  district.  Compactness  offers 
the  shopper  easy  access  to  most  of  the  stores  and  adds  to  the  retail- 
ing ability  of  the  individual  stores.   However,  the  large  volumes  of 
through  traffic  on  Locust  Street  presents  a  problem  of  danger  and  con- 
gestion to  the  business  district.    The  general  category  of  business 
uses  is  broken  down  into  primary,  secondary,  convenience,  and  highway 
service.   The  locations  of  these  uses  are  plotted  on  the  map  on  the 
opposite  page. 

Primary  Business 

Primary  business  establishments  require  a  location  in  the  cen- 
tral business  district.   They  sell  mostly  low   bulk  comparison  and  spe- 
cialty items.    Department  stores,  and  stores  selling  general  merchandise, 
variety  merchandise,  shoes,  clothes,  jewelry,  flowers,  gifts,  and  similar 
items  form  the  bulk  of  primary  businesses.   Primary  business  establish- 
ments are  the  backbone  of  the  retailing  community. 


Secondary  Business 

Secondary  businesses  sell  one-stop  shopping  items  of  high  bulk 
and  greater  expense  than  merchandise  sold  by  the  primary  business 
stores.   Also  included  in  this  group  are  service  establishments  which 
provide  intangible  needs  of  the  general  public  and  the  businesses  of 
the  town.   Some  secondary  businesses  are  stores  selling  large  and  small 
appliances,  furniture  and  other  home  furnishings,  hardware,  paint  and 
wallpaper,  business  machines  and  office  equipment,  second-hand  items, 
restaurants,  financial  institutions,  barber  and  beauty  shops,  theaters 
and  other  types  of  recreation,  funeral  homes,  newspaper  offices,  radio 
stations,  post  offices,  telegraph  and  telephone  offices,  and  business 
and  professional  offices  in  general.   For  the  most  part,  these  businesses 
will  be  located  in  or  very  near  the  central  business  district. 

Convenience  Business 

Convenience  stores  sell  frequently  needed  items  and  are  usually 
located  for  convenience  to  their  customers  near  residential  neighborhoods. 
Due  to  the  size  of  Spruce  Pine,  the  central  business  district  is  conveni- 
ently located  to  all  residential  areas;  therefore,  some  convenience  busi- 
nesses will  be  in  the  central  business  district.   A  few  convenience  busi- 
nesses are  drug  stores,  bakeries,  groceries,  laundry  and  cleaning  pick-up 
stations,  and  laundromats. 
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Highway  Service  Business 

Highway  service  businesses  either  serve  the  motoring  public  or 
demand  a  major  thoroughfare  location  because  they  create  an  unusual 
amount  of  vehicular  traffic.   Businesses  of  this  type  are  motels,  ser- 
vice stations,  all  drive-in  type  businesses,  automobile  junk  yards, 
automobile  agencies  and  used  car  sales,  and  some  recreation  uses.  Some 
businesses  are  classified  in  the  highway  service  group  because  of  the 
particular  location  or  the  method  of  operation  of  the  individual  busi- 
ness. 

Residential 


The  residential  use  of  land  is  almost  exclusively  for  single- 
family  detached  dwellings.   There  are  also  isolated  multi-family  dwell- 
ing units  within  the  town  and  several  scattered  mobile  homes.   There  are 
neither  large  apartment  developments  nor  mobile  home  parks  in  the  Spruce 
Pine  area.   Residential  development  is  located  rather  close  to  the  busi- 
ness core  extending  outward  on  gently  rolling  land.    In  the  fringe  area, 
residential  development  is  limited  to  the  coves  where  it  has  been  feasi- 
ble to  locate  roads.   The  map  on  the  opposite  page  indicates  the  residen- 
tial, public  and  semi-public  usesofland. 

Within  the  Spruce  Pine  planning  area,  there  are  extensive  areas 
of  land  which  due  to  topography  have  not  been  developed.    The  topographic 
conditions  in  some  of  these  areas  are  so  severe  that  residential  develop- 
ments will  be  of  only  minor  significance. 


Public  and  Semi-public 

Public  and  semi-public  use  of  land  includes  such  uses  as  the 
Town  offices,  churches,  cemeteries,  schools,  golf  course,  and  the  like. 
The  dispersal  of  these  uses  throughout  the  town  is  expected  and  is  a  sought' 
after  end  since  public  and  semi-public  uses  serve  the  residential  neign- 
bo r hoo  d s  . 
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HOUSING  SURVEY 

During  the  course  of  the  land  use  survey,  a  housing  survey  was 
also  made.   Each  dwelling  structure  in  the  planning  area  was  rated  ac- 
cording to  exterior  conditions  as  being  standard,  deteriorating,  or  sub- 
standard.  Standard  buildings  are  sound  structures  which  appear  to  be 
adequate  for  human  habitation  for  some  years  to  come,   A  deteriorating 
building  is  in  some  state  of  disrepair  which  if  not  corrected  could 
eventually  lead  the  house  to  being  unfit  for  habitation.   The  deterior- 
ating structure  can  in  all  likelihood  be  returned  to  the  standard  class- 
ification if  repaired.   Substandard  units  appear  from  the  external  condi- 
tions to  be  beyond  repair.   The  low  value  of  these  buildings  would  not 
justify  the  extensive  repairs.   These  units  should  be  removed  as  soon  as 
possible  and  replaced  by  safe,  adequate  housing.   It  must  be  emphasized 
that  this  housing  survey  was  only  of  external  conditions.  No  evaluation 
was  made  of  overcrowding  conditions,  proper  ventilation,  the  presence  of 
running  water,  bath  facilities,  nor  toilet  facilities.  An  in-depth  housing 
survey  would  consider  these  items  and  could  veil  alter  the  classification 
of  a  particular  house.   The  map  on  the  opposite  page  presents  the  results 
of  the  housing  survey.   A  tabulation  of  the  field  survey  of  housing  condi- 
tions from  external  appearance  in  the  Spruce  Pine  planning  area  is  as  fol- 
1  ows  : 

Standard     Deteriorating      Substandard         Total 


In  Town       43  5   70%     112 
Fringe  Area   248   65%      82 

Total 


18% 
2  2% 


7  6    12% 
51    13% 


683   6  8%     194 


19% 


127    13% 


623 
381 


6  2% 
3  8% 


1004     10  0% 


PROBLEMS  OF  LAND  UTILIZATION 


One  of  the  major  purposes  of  conducting  a  land  use  survey  and 
analysis  for  Spruce  Pine  is  to  identify  problems  of  land  utilization. 
The  land  use  problems  of  Spruce  Pine  are  not  unlike  land  use  problems 
of  other  western  North  Carolina  towns.   These  problems  fall  into  the 
two  general  groups  of  physical  problems  and  developmental  problems. 

Physical  Land  Use  Problems 

Physical  land  use  problems  are  caused  by  peculiarities  of  the 
site  on  which  the  town  has  developed.   The  physical  land  use  problems 
are  related  to  the  topography  of  the  area  and  the  bisection  of  the 
town  by  the  North  Toe  River. 

Topography 

Extreme  topographic  conditions  have  hindered  development  in  some 
parts  of  the  planning  area.   While  there  are  some  areas  which  are  un- 
suited  for  development  because  they  are  too  rugged,  much  land  which  is 
now  vacant  could  be  developed.   Generally,  the  more  rugged  land  at  higher 
elevations  commands  a  premium  price  for  residential  use.  Most  attractive 
residential  areas  could  result  if  the  subdivider  shows  intelligent  re- 
spect for  the  topographic  conditions.   The  topography  of  Spruce  Pine 
cannot  be  changed  appreciably.   However,  the  people  can  adjust  to  the 
topography . 


River 

The  North  Toe  River  at  Spruce  Pine  poses  a  two-fold  problem. 
First,  the  river  bisects  the  town  into  two  areas  with  but  one  point  of 
connection.   Because  there  is  only  one  bridge  for  the  town,  unusual 
traffic  congestion  results.   Also,  there  is  considerable  inconvenience 
to  the  people  caused  by  having  only  the  one  bridge.   This  problem  would 
be  quite  serious  if  one  from  the  extreme  southern  part  of  town  needed 
to  reach  the  hospital  in  an  emergency. 

Second,  the  river  presents  a  potential  danger  to  life  and  prop- 
erty by  flood.   Although  the  greatest  recent  flood  on  record  occurred 
in  1916,  an  equal  or  greater  flood  could  be  reasonably  expected  at  any 
time.   In  recent  years,  several  serious  floods  have  occurred,  but  they 
were  not  as  high  as  the  flood  of  1916.   There  is  little  which  can  be 
done  to  adjust  the  flood  to  Spruce  Pine.   The  solution  to  the  problem 
lies  in  the  people  adjusting  to  the  flood  conditions.   Floods  in  the 
vicinity  of  Spruce  Pine  is  the  subject  of  a  report  published  by  the 
Tennessee  Valley  Authority  in  October  of  1963.   This  report,  however, 
is  an  inventory  of  floods  and  resultant  damage  and  does  not  discuss 
measures  to  be  taken  to  adjust  to  the  flood  problem.   Such  a  study 
should  be  undertaken  by  the  planning  board  at  its  earliest  convenience. 
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Developmental  Land  Use  Problems 

Developmental  problems  are  those  problems  of  land  use  caused  by 
unwise  or  unregulated  development.  The  developmental  problems  of  Spruce 
Pine  are  related  to  use  scattering,  strip  commercial  development,  street 
design,  and  lack  of  a  by-pass  route. 

Use  Scatter  ing 


For  the  most  part,  the  distribution  of  commercial  uses  throughout 
the  town  and  the  fringe  area  is  of  little  significance.   These  uses  ei- 
ther do  not  require  a  central  location  or  they  do  require  frontage  on  a 
major  thoroughfare.   However,  of  much  more  concern  is  the  scattering  of 
industrial  uses.   With  the  exception  of  an  area  to  the  northwest  of  town, 
there  is  no  concentration  of  industry.   This  has  two  implications.   First, 
there  is  excessive  cost  to  the  town  in  supplying  services  to  these  con- 
cerns over  the  cost  of  providing  the  same  services  to  one  or  two  indus- 
trial districts.   Second,  no  one  area  presents  itself  as  being  superior 
for  future  industrial  expansion.   It  is  well  established  now  that  indus- 
tries and  residences  are  poor  neighbors.   Industrial  growth,  therefore, 
should  be  channelled  to  larger  tracts  of  land  which  can  be  served  easily 
with  utilities  and  which  offer  protection  from  encroachment  by  incompati- 
ble uses. 
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Strip  Commercial 

Strip  commercial  development  along  major  thoroughfares  is  not  in 
itself  bad.   However,  unregulated  commercial  development  on  major  streets 
reduces  greatly  the  ability  of  the  street  to  move  traffic  and  increases 
the  hazard  of  traffic  accidents.   This  situation  now  exists  on  19E  to  the 
west  of  town.   Due  to  unwise  site  development,  a  very  dangerous  condition 
exists  in  this  area  which  if  not  checked  will  become  a  blighting  influ- 
ence on  both  the  businesses  and  the  highway. 

Street  Design 

Street  design  in  any  town  as  old  as  Spruce  Pine  leaves  much  to  be 
desired.   This  is  simply  because  streets  developed  to  serve  a  horse  and 
buggy  society  now  must  serve  the  automobile  age.   In  addition  to  the 
streets  being  narrow  and  overloaded  by  high  volumes  of  traffic,  a  few  of 
the  streets  in  Spruce  Pine  show  poor  layout  design;  that  is,  they  have 
excessive  grade  or  intersect  at  an  acute  angle^   Poor  layout  is  attribu- 
table to  a  lack  of  uniform  standards  set  forth  in  a  subdivision  control 
ordinance.   Once  this  ordinance  is  adopted  by  the  town  board,  the  design 
standards  of  streets  will  be  substantially  increased. 

By-pa  s  s  Rou  t e 

The  excessive  volume   of  traffic  passing  through  the  town  poses  a 
very  real  problem.  The  volume   of  through  traffic  presents  hazard  to  life 
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and  property  as  well  as  greatly  congesting  the  central  business  dis- 
trict. By-pass  routes  for  both  19E  and  226  would  draw  the  congesting 
influence  from  the  business  district  as  well  as  the  rest  of  town  and 
would  reduce  traffic  hazards.   A  two-way  by-pass  system  is  one  of  the 
greatest  needs  of  the  town. 

Unu  s  ed  Land 

Within  the  Spruce  Pine  planning  area  there  appears  to  be  a  large 
amount  of  land  which  is  not  being  put  to  any  productive  use.   This  land, 
grown  over  in  weeds,  scrub  growth,  or  unmanaged  woods,  could  be  put  to 
"work"  to  earn  income  for  the  area.   Finding  a  means  by  which  this  land 
can  be  put  into  production  for  raising  livestock,  timber,  or  some  other 
use  will  be  a  challenge  to  the  local  leaders. 
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LAND  USE  PLAN 


Taking  the  information  gathered  in  the  land  use  survey  and  witn 
reasonable  knowledge  of  the  economic  and  population  trends  and  prospects, 
a  plan  for  desirable  arrangement  of  land  uses  was  made.   The  plan,  shown 
on  the  opposite  page,  is  the  pattern  that  the  planning  board  feels  land 
uses  should  assume  over  the  twenty  year  planning  period.   In  making  the 
plan,  the  general  welfare  of  the  entire  town  was  held  paramount.   The 
plan  is  general  in  that  areas  designated  for  the  various  uses  are  the 
parts  of  town  best  suited  for  the  particular  use,   For  example,  some 
large  areas  are  designated  on  the  plan  for  industrial  use.   This  does 
not  mean  that  all  of  this  land  in  20  years  will  be  used  for  industry, 
but  viewing  the  land  use  situation  of  the  whole  Spruce  Pine  area,  these 
are  the  areas  to  which  industrial  relocations  and  growth  should  be  chan- 
nelled. 

Major  Thoroughfare  Plan 

Once  a  future  land  use  plan  has  been  devised,  it  is  then  neces- 
sary to  develop  a  system  of  major  thoroughfares.   These  thoroughfares 
must  be  designated  to  serve  the  existing  land  use  pattern  as  the  town 
moves  toward  the  future  land  use  arrangement 
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SPRUCE    PINE 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

TRAFFIC      GENERATORS 


Purpose 

The  purpose  of  a  major  thoroughfare  system  is  to  provide  for  the 
safe,  convenient  movement  of  traffic  within,  through,  and  around  the 
planning  area.   This  is  accomplished  by  connecting  with  thoroughfares 
the  major  traffic  generators  one  with  the  other  and  with  the  residential 
neighborhoods,  and  by  providing  by-pass  routes  around  the  town.   The  map 
on  the  opposite  page  shows  the  major  generators  of  traffic  both  in  the 
present  land  use  pattern  and  in  the  future  land  use  plan, 

E  1  emen t  s 

The  elements  of  the  Spruce  Pine  thoroughfare  plan  are  the  by-pass 
routes,  major  thoroughfares,  and  minor  streets.   The  by-pass  routes  for 
19E  and  226  will  draw  from  the  town  congesting  traffic  which  is  not  des- 
tined for  the  town  but  is  just  passing  through;   These  roads  will  also 
serve  as  a  part  of  the  local  thoroughfare  system  for  moving  traffic  from 
one  sector  of  town  to  another.   Some  type  of  access  control  must  be  main- 
tained on  these  roads  in  order  to  insure  that  they  will  be  able  to  perform 
their  major  purpose,  moving  traffic  around  the  town.-   Although  the  highway 
department  has  accepted  the  need  and  general  location  for  both  of  these  by- 
pass routes,  no  definite  location  has  yet  been  established;   It  is  hoped 
that  the  contract  for  by-pass  route  of  226  traffic  will  be  let  by  late  1966 
or  early  1967.   The  19E  by-pass  will  come  sometime  after  that. 
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SPRUCE    PINE 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

THOROUGHFARE   PLANS 


MAJOR    THOROUGHFARE 

■•     EXISTING    ALIGNMENT 
•-    NEW    ALIGNMENT 


The  major  thoroughfares,  agreed  upon  jointly  by  the  town  and 
the  highway  department  are  the  routes  which  will  be  promoted  as  the 
major  movers  of  traffic  in  the  planning  area.   Although  these  roads 
now  serve  the  dual  purpose  of  moving  traffic  and  providing  property 
access,  intelligent  development  of  vacant  land  along  these  roads  will 
prevent  deterioration  of  the  facility.   Roads  designated  as  major 
thoroughfares  are  shown  on  the  map  on  the  opposite  page. 

The  remaining  streets  in  the  planning  area  are  minor  streets 
providing  access  to  either  residential  or  business  property.   Through 
traffic  on  these  streets  should  be  discouraged  in  order  to  preserve 
the  residential  character  of  the  neighborhoods  or  to  maintain  safety 
of  pedestrians  in  business  districts. 

Pr ob 1  em 


The  great  problem  of  major  thoroughfare  planning  is  that  the  plan 
encompasses  existing  streets.   Because  existing  streets  must  provide  prop- 
erty access  as  well  as  move  traffic,  the  situation  is  less  than  perfect. 
To  provide  the  most  efficient  system,  major  thoroughfares  would  be  used 
only  to  move  traffic.   This  could  only  be  accomplished  now  by  building 
new  roads.   This  is  very  impractical.   Existing  streets  must  be  designated 
as  major  thoroughfares  and  every  effort  must  be  made  to  maintain  and  im- 
prove the  efficiency  of  these  roads. 
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GUIDES  FOR  TOWN  POLICY 

This  is  the  first  attempt  by  the  town  of  Spruce  Pine  to  look  to 
the  future  and  to  try  to  chart  and  influence  its  growth  and  the  form  this 
growth  will  take.   Planning  must  be  continuous  in  order  to  be  effective 
because  economic  factors  are  constantly  changing.   Therefore,  the  plan 
must  be  reviewed  and  updated  at  regular  intervals  to  realize  fullest  ben- 
efit from  the  planning  program. 

The  map  showing  the  land  use  plan  is  self  explanatory.   With  re- 
gard to  the  effectuation  of  this  plan,  it  is  recommended  that  the  town 
board  use  the  following  as  guides  in  the  development  of  public  policy: 

1.  Promote  and  use  this  plan  as  a  pattern  for  development  of 
the  t  own . 

2.  Refer  to  the  planning  board  for  its  consideration  all  mat- 
ters concerning  both  public  and  private  development  of  the 
town  . 

3.  Revise  the  zoning  ordinance  to  put  zoning  in  its  proper 
perspective;  that  is,  the  primary  legal  tool  for  plan  ef- 
fectuation.  Zoning  must  be  based  on  a  comprehensive  land 
use  plan  in  order  to  serve  its  proper  purpose- 

4.  Review  and  update  the  land  use  plan  and  make  necessary  ad- 
justments in  zoning  every  five  years.   The  review  should  be 
more  frequent  in  the  event  that  it  becomes  evident  that  a 
major  change  has  occurred  in  the  economy. 
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5.  Draft  and  adopt  subdivision  regulations  to  serve  as  a  legal 
tool  for  the  development  of  private  property.   The  standards 
set  forth  in  the  subdivision  ordinance  should  be  adhered  to 
by  the  town  when  making  public  improvements. 

6.  Demand  strict  and  impartial  code  enforcement. 

7.  Regulate  rigidly  strip  development  along  major  thoroughfares 
to  prevent  premature  deterioration  of  development  and  the 
thorough  fares. 

8.  Contain  and  eliminate  as  soon  as  possible  existing  spot  de- 
velopment.  Further  mixing  of  land  uses  must  not  be  permitted, 

9.  Encourage  industrial  relocation  to  reserved  and  protected  in- 
dustrial district. 


10. 


Encourage  the  use  of  planted  buffer  strips  where  non-residen- 
tial development  abuts  a  residential  neighborhood. 
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Emphasize  proper  timing  of  development  in  the  growth  of  the 
town.  Development  should  not  be  allowed  to  skip  vacant  areas, 


12.  Promote  an  economic  use  of  vacant  wasted  land.   In  doing  this, 
town  officials  must  work  closely  with  other  public  officials 
and  private  interests  in  the  area. 

13.  Develop  a  community  facilities  plan  for  the  town  to  determine 
and  adequately  provide  for  municipal  needs  over  the  next  20 
years  . 


14. 


Develop  a  plan  for  adjusting  to  the  flood  conditions  on  the 
North  Toe  River,  Beaver  and  Grassy  Creeks. 
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15.  Disperse  any  further  public  housing  units  throughout  the  town 
rather  than  develop  them  as  a  project.   This  will  reduce  the 
possibility  of  ghetto  type  development  of  public  housing  and 
will  help  use  individual  lots  in  the  town  which  remain  vacant, 

16.  Make  a  part  of  the  continuing  planning  program  comprehensive 
renewal  planning  encompassing  redevelopment,  rehabilitation, 
and  conservation. 
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